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rank was ingeniously obviated by having many small tables.
The German Emperor and Empress and the Archduke and
his wife dined at one table, while the other guests dined at
similar small tables. In this way no precedent could be
created, and it could not be said that the German Court
had given the Duchess precedence over any princess of the
blood royal. On subsequent visits to Vienna the German
Emperor was careful to pay personal visits to the Duchess
of Hohenberg and show her every mark of esteem. Such
conduct touched the heart of the Archduke and was one
of the reasons for the more intimate relations and frequent
visits of the two men to one another. When the Kaiser
went to Corfu the Archduke would take pains to meet him
and have the Austrian navy draw up to salute him, or
would invite him to visit at Brioni or Miramar.40 In the
course of this interchange of visits, it so happened that the
Kaiser was invited to Franz Ferdinand's beautiful villa at
Konopischt in Bohemia on June 12, 1914.
THE KONOPISCHT MEETING:  LEGEND AND FACT
The meeting at Konopischt, according to the official an-
nouncement in the Austrian Press, was a purely personal
affair, "in order that the Kaiser might see the Archduke's
wonderful roses in full bloom." Horticulture and landscape
gardening were in fact one of the Archduke's most passion-
ate hobbies. Having bought the Konopischt estate in 1886,
he had spent years of thought, and sums of money which
shocked his stewards, in laying out one of the finest parks
in Europe. A sugar-factory, a brewery and peasants'
houses had been removed, an artificial lake had been cre-
ated, and rare and beautiful plants had been set out, so that
from every window in the castle only the most pleasing
prospect met the eye. Here at Konopischt Franz Ferdinand
knew every tree and every bush. Every bed of flowers was
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